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SYMPOSIUM

[P]layers line up in a long line and hold hands. The player at 

the front of the line is the ‘head’ and the player at the end of the

line is the ‘tail’.…The game begins when the head begins to run

wildly in any direction, making sharp turns and quick double-

backs.…The force created by the twists and turns will often send
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Figure 1
Changes in Health Insurance Coverage Rates, Children vs.
Adults, 2001-2002  (Percentage Point Differences)

Source:“Health Insurance Coverage in America: 2002 Data Update.”
Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, December 2003.
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Figure 2
Total Medicaid Expenditures per Beneficiary, FY 2001

Source: Georgetown Health Policy Institute analysis based on MSIS 2001 data. No data available for Hawaii or
Washington State.
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Figure 3
Texas Child Medicaid Enrollment Before and After Simplification Monthly average, January 2000 to September 2002
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Figure 4
Minimum Income Eligibility Standards for Medicaid 
by “Eligibility Group”
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Note:The income level for parents varies by state; 33% is the mandatory minimum income 
level for a family with no earnings in the median state, relative to the 2004 federal poverty line.
Families with earnings in some states are eligible at modestly higher income levels due to 
“earnings disregards.”
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